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As you are all aware, we have a heap of

things coming up this term. Please take the

time to put these dates in your calendar

and we look forward to being able to

connect more with our parent community

this term compared to the past two years! I

am a strong believer that the best ways to

connect and engage is most certainly face-

to-face.

I have certainly noticed things ramping up

nationally in education. The Rural Schools

Network I am leading is now able to get on

with a lot of our initiatives which is very

exciting. We provide professional support

for rural principals, especially our most

isolated ones. This is seeing me involved in

meetings in Wellington over the next few

weeks.

Kia ora Whanau



International Education & Global

Citizenship programmes in schools is also

getting a lot of focus nationally at the

moment. I am involved in some initiatives

working with Asia New Zealand and CAPES

(Centre of Asia Pacific Excellence) on this to

see how we can be growing, supporting,

and enhancing such programmes in

schools more. Connected with this, by the

time you read this newsletter, I will have

attended a meeting to hear from Minister

Chris Hipkins about the launch of the NZ

International Education Strategy. I am

hoping to hear good news about Primary

Schools being allowed to enroll

International students once again. I will

keep you posted. 

Importantly, the senior leadership team

look forward to our Parent Information

Evening on May 23rd, 5:30pm - 6:30pm in

the Multipurpose Room. Nibbles, Tea &

Coffee provided. Here are the details of

what this will be about:

With our new Student Management System

called HERO, there are updates we want to

share with parents about reporting and

assessment. This will be so that when we

‘go live’ with sharing your child’s

assessment data towards the end of term, it

will make sense to you all. ‘Going live’ will

be alongside parent-teacher interviews

toward the end of term. 

Play Based Learning

Reading, Writing and Mathematics

Programmes 

New Zealand Histories Curriculum 

Intercultural & Te Ao Maori curriculum

developments

If we put emphasis on Play Based

Learning, Literacy & Numeracy

programmes suffer

If we are not fully implementing

structured literacy, we aren’t teaching

reading and writing 

It will also be an opportunity to share with

you some updates about the curriculum at

Oropi School:

Over the past few months there has been a

lot of media and political discussion about

these topics. It is important for the school

to give our parent community an educated,

research informed perspective, and so you

can hear what Oropi School is doing in

these areas. We will be able to dispel

‘myths’ which can sometimes emerge with

limited perspective on these topics. For

example:

Such examples couldn’t be further from the

truth at Oropi School, which we will discuss.

Please also make note of our Matariki

Celebrations & Cross Country scheduled

for June, including a Breakfast together for

Matariki. 



Have a great weekend everyone.

Ngā mihi nui 

Andrew King

Principal | Oropi School

Principal for the day

It was very exciting when I got to school

and people were cheering for me. It felt

nice being the boss. Miss McG had to make

a milo for me and bring it to me because I

was her boss! When I got bored I asked Mr

King if I could go outside and look around

the classes and he said yes. I went into my

sister Piper’s class and told them they could

do whatever they want after their work. 

In the morning my sister Addy and I were in

the staff room having a milo with Mrs

Harris, chatting. Once everyone was in class

me and Bennett each got a clipboard, pen

and twelve stickers. When we started our

classroom walk throughs we gave people

stickers along the way. 

I brought Mr Whippy to school and when he

played his music kids came running out of

their classrooms and the teachers had to

make them go back. It was funny. I got to

go to Good Local for lunch with Mr King

and have pizza and ice-cream. I gave my

sister Piper detention and she had to write

“I will never be dumb again” until the page

was full. When I found out Mum wasn’t

going to pick me up I rang her from the

office phone and she pretended to be Mrs

Wobble-Bottom from the Ministry of

Principle’s. I told her off and told her to

come and get me because I was the

Principal for the day!

Being the DP in the eyes of
deputy principal Zoe

By Bennett Horton



Once we finished, we had to write a report

for all staff with the notes we had taken. I

lost Principal Bennett for a bit before Mr

Whippy arrived, and then we headed out to

lunch at the pub with Mr King and Mrs

Harris. In the afternoon we got the whole

schools’ opinion on what we should name

the chickens, and Bennett and I officially

named them Greg, Boss Baby, Hazel and

Jordy (from Tui!). My favourite part of being

the Deputy Principal was … going out for

lunch and having two ice creams in one day

! It was very fun knowing what it is like to be

the Deputy Principal like Mrs Harris.

 

Written by Zoe Hickson, Ruru



Mother's Day & 
Mr Whippy



Devices at School

We have seen a rise in children bringing personal

devices to school. A personal digital device is any

privately owned digital device that is not part of a

school-approved bring your own device (BYOD)

programme. This includes cellphones,

smartwatches, tablets, laptops, handheld PCs and

consoles, portable music players, e-readers, and

other similar devices.

If you have a child turning 5 in 2022 or 2023,

please remember to enrol on the school website

as soon as possible. Click on 'Enrol Now' on the

home page of the website - www.oropi.school.nz

Enrolments for 2022 & 2023

The school does not accept responsibility for

lost, damaged, or stolen personal digital

devices.

The device should be kept turned off and

handed into the office at the beginning of

each day and can be picked up at the end of

the day. 

using the device when not permitted

any sort of bullying, including online bullying,

e.g. disrespectful messages about staff or other

students

taking photos or videos of other people

without their permission

forwarding inappropriate messages or

content.

At our school we do not recommend that

students bring personal digital devices to school.

These are not necessary to have during the day.

However, we understand that some parents like

their children to have a device to communicate

with them after school.

If a student does bring a personal digital device to

school, the following guidelines apply:

If a parent needs to contact their child urgently

during the day, they should call the office.

If a student is observed using a personal digital

device inappropriately, the student must hand it

to a staff member immediately when asked. If

possible, students should lock their device before

handing it to staff. The device will be kept in the

office and can be collected by the student at the

end of the day.

Inappropriate use of a personal digital device may

include:

Miss Anna finally welcomed her little BOY, Henry

last term at 42 weeks!  9 pounds and 57 cm of

absolute deliciousness and they are very smitten.

Congratulations Anna & Grant!



Parking & Road Safety

Please do not park in the bus turnaround area.

This is for School buses only.

Please respect our neighbours by not parking

in front of their driveways.

We encourage all families to park at the hall

and use the walkway to School. 

ALL visitors coming from across the road 

 should be using the road crossing at the front

of the school. This is manned by the road

patrol crew before and after School. We do not

encourage anyone crossing the road on the

blind corner by the staff carpark entrance.

The mobility carpark is for mobility card

holders only.

The staff carpark is for staff only and is not to

be used as a drop off area or parking for

parents at any time.

The three visitor carparks at the front of the

School are available to use until 2pm and then

must be left available for our after school care

vehicles.

The legal speed limit when passing a

stationary school bus picking up or dropping

off children is 20km/h. This applies to traffic

passing in either direction, regardless of the

usual speed limit.

We would like to remind everyone of a few road

safety and parking tips to ensure everyone's safety:

Thank you for your understanding and support

with this matter. 

School Cross Country

Our School Cross Country is scheduled to take

place in Week 4 on Wednesday 25th May with a  

postponement date of Friday 27th May.

This year we have an exciting new venue - the

Walter’s property across the road from the school.

It is great that they have kindly offered the use of

their property for this event!

More information about the actual course and

timing of the event will follow next week.

School Photos

Claire is booked in for the week of 30th May.

Please see the attached brochure for details on

how to order. Managers of sports teams will need

to contact Josie in the office to book a team

photo if you wish to have this done. 

Sibling photos can be booked directly with Claire 

Go to: clairefraser.nz/schools

Click on SIBLING PHOTO BOOKING

Enter the passcode: 2022SIBS

Click on Oropi School. Click to highlight a date.

Scroll down to choose a time.

Reporting a child absent

Enter the details into your Hero app

Call the office on 543 1479 and leave a

message on the absent line

Email office@oropi.school.nz

the office if your child is not attending School.

There are a number of options available for

logging an absence: 

If  we do not receive a message, you will receive a

text message. Please reply to this or contact the

office. If we do not receive a response, your child is

marked as truant.

We have had an increase in unexplained

absences this term. Parents must call and notify



Epro8



Garden to Table
At garden-to-table we are all about teaching our

tamariki where their food comes from, how to

grow some of it and how to cook tasty, easy meals.

So it was fantastic to meet the Piwakawaka

classes and to show them around our garden and

kitchen. After giving the kids a few important

knife-safety tips we started cooking. We made a

pasta sauce with capsicum, courgette and

tomatoes and we baked feijoa and chocolate mini

muffins. Tui enjoyed the same menu on friday.

This week it was Te Hokio's, Ruru's and Kea's turn.

They cooked a veggie traybake with kumara,

capsicum, fennel and carrots. We had a herbs

sauce on the side and also made a feijoa and

rhubarb crumble.

It was exciting to welcome our Piwakawaka classes

to the garden for the first time. We had a big

exploration of the garden space, including the

orchard, chicken run, worm farm, compost bins

and all the garden beds. Then we planted cabbage

and broccoli seedlings which will grow through

the winter months. The Tui classes, Te Hokioi and

Ruru had a re-orientation around the garden but

then got stuck into jobs, pulling out the tomato

and basil plants, planting kale, spinach and

cauliflower and harvesting the last of the

pumpkins. Kea have a bug hunt on Friday;

exploring our garden and searching for caterpillars,

worms, slaters, spiders, earwigs and more and

investigating what they are doing in our garden








