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This is the last newsletter for Term 1 2022.

There certainly has been no other term like

it in my 14+ years as a Principal. I thank you

all for the strong level of kindness and

understanding of the schools situation at

this time. The Oropi School community is a

special and awesome one to be a part of.

We can all be proud of this. While it has not

been ideal with Covid cases across the

school affecting children, staff, and families, 

events cancelled, the inability to have

assemblies and so forth, positive change is

around the corner. There is hope that Term

2 2022 will finally bring us some normality

without having to factor in a huge range of

health & safety measures. I hope all those

affected are making recovery and I wish

everyone well for a happy, relaxing Easter

period.

Kia ora Whanau



At the start of Term 2, we will provide you

an update on Health & Safety Guidelines, in

light of all the recent changes such as the

lifting of mandates and gathering size

limits changing.

We had a farewell morning tea on Thursday

for Michelle Muller who has been 'front of

office since 2021. We wish Michelle all the

very best. Thank you Michelle for all the

contributions you made to Oropi School.

Over the school holidays, we have senior

school teachers attending a day course in

Auckland on Play Based & Project Based

Learning. It will be nice to do something

face-to-face together with teachers from

other schools as we get prepared for Term

2, 

I take this opportunity to remind parents of

processes for raising matters of concern or

question with staff. It is very important that

in the first instance you approach your

child's class teacher, which is now more

straight forward with Covid19 limitations

being lifted. The class teacher can then

help make the decision if the matter needs

to be raised further with their Team Leader,

SENCO (Special Education Needs

Coordinator) and / or the Deputy Principal

or Principal. 

Sarah Weston, Junior School Team

Leader

Nick Dowson, Middle School Team

Leader

Robert Lewis, Senior School Team

Leader & Teaching Deputy Principal

Ayn Harris, Fully Released Deputy

Principal & SENCO

Andrew King, Principal.

As a reminder, here is a list of the senior

leadership team:

All staff details can be found on the school

website in this section

https://www.oropi.school.nz/7/profile_areas/

3-staff

Have a lovely weekend everyone.

Ngā mihi nui 

Andrew King

Principal | Oropi School

Farewell message from Michelle

With a heavy heart I say farewell to Oropi

School. I have absolutely loved my time here at

the school and thoroughly enjoyed getting to

know everyone. Oropi School is a very special

place and I take with me many happy

memories.

Working in a school has been incredibly

humbling. The staff here are so amazing and

their commitment to the students is incredible.

And the children, or as I liked to call them "my 

https://www.oropi.school.nz/7/profile_areas/3-staff


customers", are so special, funny, clever and

happy and I will miss their wee faces.

Thank you for my time here and I wish you

all the best.

Michelle.

Short Term International
Homestays

In Term 3 or 4 of 2022, we may have some short

term International students from Japan and/or

Korea. They would be primary school aged

children travelling with a parent, with us for 1-4

weeks. This is possible while we are waiting on

the outcome of the Under Year 9 International

Student Review. If you are interested and able

to host a student and their parent in Term 3 or

4, please email andrew@oropi.school.nz. They

would pay $500 per week for a parent + child.

Host families are required to provide all meals

each week, including a packed lunch for 

 school, and support getting the child to and

from school by car or to access the school bus.

The school would need to check your

accommodation and undertake a police check

before confirmation. 

If you have a child turning 5 in 2022, please

remember to enrol on the school website as soon

as possible. Click on 'Enrol Now' on the home

page of the website - www.oropi.school.nz

Enrolments for 2022

Mobile Phones & Smart Watches
at School

Please remember that children are not permitted

to have cellphones or smart watches with phone

capability in their bag or on them during the day.

These must be handed into the office before

school starts and collected at the end of the day.

Children should communicate with their teacher

or the office if they need to contact home for any

reason.

Parking & Road Safety

Please do not park in the bus turnaround area.

This is for School buses only.

Please respect our neighbours by not parking

in front of their driveways.

We encourage all families to park at the hall

and use the walkway to School. 

ALL visitors coming from across the road

should be using the road crossing at the front

of the school. This is manned by the road

patrol crew before and after School. We do not

encourage anyone crossing the road on the

blind corner by the staff carpark entrance.

The mobility carpark is for mobility card

holders only.

The staff carpark is for staff only and is not to

be used as a drop off area or parking for

parents at any time.

We would like to remind everyone of a few road

safety and parking tips to ensure everyone's safety:

The three visitor carparks at the front of the

School are available to use until 2pm and then

must be left available for our after school care

vehicles.

mailto:andrew@oropi.school.nz


The legal speed limit when passing a

stationary school bus picking up or dropping

off children is 20km/h. This applies to traffic

passing in either direction, regardless of the

usual speed limit.



Making homemade 
pet treats for the SPCA



The shed and play based 
learning  has been 

humming the 
last couple of weeks.  



Garden to Table
These past two weeks we have revived some

favourite dishes from past years; last week had a

Mexican flavour with courgette grated, squeezed

and rolled out flat to make Courgette Tacos with

Salsa and Coleslaw fillings. We made a Cucumber

Mint Mocktail and finally an Apple and Fig

Chocolate Sponge Pudding for dessert. What a

feast! 

This week's menu was a great way to use up odds

and ends; a Veggie Tray Bake with Garlic & Herb

Mayo. Carrots, parsnip, eggplant, courgette,

capsicum and cabbage all featured, with basil and

chives the main herbs to flavour the mayo. On the

side we had a tomato, avocado and cucumber

mixed salad and for dessert a Rhubarb & Coconut

Slice.

We have been the lucky recipients of a prize pack

from Zealandia of 100 mixed vegetable seedlings -

what an exciting delivery to open and go through

with Pukeko this week. Thank you Zealandia for

supporting Garden to Table, keep an eye out for

their punnets at garden centres, we've got some

lovely varieties from them including plenty we've

never grown before. This means all our classes have

been busy pulling out summer crops that have

finished, replenishing the beds with fresh compost

and starting on planting to get them all in the

ground before the end of term. Pukeko, Kotare

MrMac and Korimako Lewis are busy back and

forth with the wheelbarrow this week spreading

compost and have planted cabbages, brussel

sprouts, broccoli, lettuce and beetroot, as well as

harvesting cucumber, butternut squash and

pumpkins. 



Garden to Table continued
Last week Te Kokako sowed kohlrabi seeds and

harvested capsicum, Kotare Pendrgrast

composted, sowed coriander, harvested parsnip

and parsnip seed, and Korimako Valentine sowed

radish, rocket, broccoli and planted basil. Even

though it is Autumn, it is still worth planting fast-

growing crops to take advantage of the last of the

warm days and mild nights. The seeds we have

sown the past fortnight have already shot up! We

also learned how to 'bandicoot' our kumara;

sneaking a peak at what is growing underground

without damaging the vine above-ground. We

spotted some red gems hiding in the soil and are

looking forward to harvesting next week.








