
February 27th 2022

Kia ora koutou

As I am sure you are all aware, the Covid Response framework for schools is fast
changing. Schools are now very much managing the outbreak in their own context, with
Ministry guidance.

We will continue to implement the Health & Safety Guidelines as required under
Red Alert, even though we are now in Phase 3 of the response. For example:

● No gatherings of more than 100 students
● Separate break times for ‘bubbles’ in the school
● Mask wearing (mask exemptions still in place for those who have notified the

school)
● Good hand washing and sanitizing processes
● Parents must wear a mask on site and not enter the classroom

Children and staff are only required to isolate at home if:
● They are a confirmed positive case of Covid
● They are a close contact of a household member who is a confirmed Covid case

You are only classified as a close contact now if you live with a household positive
Covid case. A small number of Covid positive cases have been reported across the
whole school now, so possible exposure, being a close contact, and casual contact is
likely for all school community members.

In Phase 3, the school no longer notifies families about close contacts.
● If your child is sick in any way, they need to stay home and we encourage you to

get them tested for Covid
● If your child is a positive Covid case, they must isolate at home for 10 days and

we need you to notify the school
● If your child is a close contact of a household member, they must isolate for 10

days at home and we need you to notify the school

In terms of absenteeism records
● If your child is on our register as a confirmed case or household close contact,

we will be recording your child as a justified absence. You will not need to let the
school know each day you are away, and we will assume a return to school on
Day 11, based on our records. We are reliant on you letting us know.



Attendance at school for staff and children who are not isolating

We strongly encourage all children and staff who are well and not required to isolate
continue attending school. Our school is a safe place. Routine and continued learning
face-to-face is the best option for your child. However, we do understand there may be
some valid reasons for a minority of families to opt for At Home learning provided by the
school. Remember, do not contact the Ministry to enrol your child in Homeschooling if
your reasons are due to Covid. A revised survey will come out tomorrow from us that we
need to have everyone fill out to let us know if:

● Your child/ren will be attending school as normal unless they are isolating for the
remainder of Term 1

● Your child/ren will not be attending school and you are requesting At Home
learning provided by the school for the remainder of Term 1

● Your child/ren will be using the school bus as normal for the remainder of Term 1
● Your child/ren will not be using the school bus for the remainder of Term 1

Once we have a confirmed register of the above information, teachers will be notified
and At Home Learning will be provided by your child’s class teacher, if not already.

We appreciate how kind and understanding the vast majority of people have been.
These are difficult times and we all need to support one another. This is not the time for
complaints, frustration, or anger towards one another, the school, or groups of people.
Remember, while social media can be a helpful tool, it can also be a dangerous place
for misinformation. The best source of fact and information is from official updates. We
all need to understand that at this time errors in other aspects of school operation are
likely due to pressures we are all under. Please reach out by phone or person to your
close friends, colleagues, or the school for support if you need it. Do not be afraid to do
so, we are here to help, here for one another.

On that note, I am taking this opportunity to give thought to the awful situation unfolding
for the people of the Ukraine at this time. It is important our thoughts are with them and
our situation is put into perspective with this in mind. Strength and support to the people
of Ukraine and their friends and family scattered in other parts of the world who will be
very concerned for them, feeling helpless.

All the very best and kia kaha everyone.

Nga mihi nui

Andrew King | Principal | Oropi School


