
February 24th 2022

Kia ora koutou

Phase 3 of the Omicron Outbreak is now upon us. Theoretically, this means revised guidelines for
schools can take place from Friday February 25th. However, because we were responding to
notifications of Covid Cases on Thursday February 24th under Phase 2 guidelines, the changes will
apply to Oropi School from Monday, February 28th.

A good reason for still operating at Phase 2 on Friday is that if close contacts do become unwell or
have covid, it reduces the future number of students who will be infected over the coming days.

From Monday February 28th, all close contacts of cases at Oropi School may return to school if they
are feeling well and are not household contacts of a current case.

Cases themselves are now asked to undertake their own investigation to identify close contacts. As
such, staff, students, parents and caregivers should notify the school if they or their child was
positive while at school. Please email andrew@oropi.school.nz or ayn@oropi.school.nz

A case will need to be isolated at home for 10 days, as will anyone else in the household.

PCR testing will be prioritised for people who are unwell and people who are more susceptible. For
example, this will include those in hospital or who are immunocompromised or pregnant – people for
whom it is very important to have a clinical diagnosis. It will also continue to be used for border
testing. RAT testing will occur for others.

Anyone who tests positive with a RAT will need to self-report their positive result and then isolate for
10 days. There is no longer a need to follow up with a PCR test to confirm that result.

As a school, we now advise our regional MoE advisor about numbers of cases at school, advising if
they are a student, teacher, another staff member or parent. Schools no longer need to identify and
keep records of close contacts in schools.

People who are currently self-isolating as close contacts and are not household contacts can stop
isolating and return to school from Monday February 28th if they are asymptomatic. They are not
required to produce a negative test result.

Thank you for your support and understanding everyone.

Attached is a revised flow chart and two other charts that may be of help.

Ngā mihi nui

Andrew King
Principal | Oropi School
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