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"Change is the only constant in life" is the

best quote to use in summary of the week

that was! Thank you everyone for your

support and understanding, especially with

changing phases of the response.

Many of you will be aware that as a school

we have a Philosophy of Teaching and

Learning. It is my belief as a school leader a

school should have one because it gives us

our basis for making decisions about the 

programmes and opportunities we offer our

tamariki. Here are the main points to

highlight about our School Philosophy.

Remember, this is aspirational and is what

we are aiming for. It doesn't mean that

100% of the time things are operating

perfectly as we aspire to in our Philosophy.

We acknowledge that the way we teach will

always be shifting and changing based on

the children we have year-to-year. 

Kia ora Whanau



are self-directed, or have a high level of

choice

are hands on and experiential

are engaging and fun

encourage grappling and problem

solving 

develop skills and knowledge in themes

or contexts relevant to the children’s

lives

build independence, resilience and

resourcefulness

make connections to our place / history /

natural setting wherever possible

We trust our staff and children in the first

instance.

We make decisions holistically based on

understanding children’s development,

their social and cultural needs and

understanding their whanau context.

We support all staff to undergo ongoing

professional development and reflection to

ensure their practice is informed and up to

date.

We believe children learn best when they

undertake activities that:

This is why programmes such as Play Based

Learning and Garden to Table are so

important to us.

We identify that every child comes to

school with their own natural wonderings,

questions, passions, strengths and areas of

need. 

The children are given the resources,

support and time to experiment and

challenge their ideas in safe environments.

Play Based Learning fosters and provides

smooth transitions for our new entrant

students as they enter learning at school. 

Our learning environments help us

incorporate the dispositions to learning that

are a pillar to the Early Childhood

Curriculum. This curriculum has relevance

in the Primary School setting right through

to Year 8, as it is focused first and foremost

on the whole child.

The Dispositions of Learning fit hand in

hand with the Key Competencies of the

New Zealand Curriculum for school aged

children. 

We want students to thrive in the 21st

century, as global citizens, grounded in

their own identity.

It is through play based learning, passion

projects, discovery learning, and

individualised inquiry that the students can

access all of the available curriculum areas

we identify as priority.

Our approach to teaching and learning

ensures we have passionate, open-minded,

collaborative, and resilient students & staff

who have a genuine love for exploring,

creating, learning, experimenting, engaging

and interacting. 



At Oropi School children are being enabled

to become confident life-long learners as

they can question the world around them 

 while developing the confidence and skills  

needed to find the answers they seek and

to thrive in a range of contexts.

Ngā mihi nui 

Andrew King

Principal

Check out some of
Kevin's amazing work

with the addition of this
new seat for the juniors



Kia Ora! My name is Kevin Hogan. I am the

new caretaker and are excited to be joining

Oropi School and community. I enjoy the

outdoors and challenges it brings and will

strive to make Oropi School Shine.I look

forward to meeting you all.

Kia Ora my name is Paula and this term I am

excited to be part of the Kiwi team supporting

our new students.  I have worked with youth

of all ages for many years in health education

roles so its great to be back in the school

environment. Having spent time in schools all

over Auckland and Northland I rave about

Oropi School and feel privileged to be part of

this community.

Kia Ora! My name is Rebekah Anderson and I

am very excited to be beginning my journey

at Oropi School as a teacher aide in Kiwi. I am

a mum to 2 busy boys and enjoy art and

dance. I look forward to meeting everyone.

Kia Ora, I'm Sarah Smith and I have lived in

Oropi for over 10yrs and love it. This year I look

forward to working in the "School Sheds" with

the juniors for play based learning and the

seniors for woodworking/crafting projects. I

can't wait to see what amazing things the

children will create.

Welcome to our new support staff



E te kura o Oropi School, nga whanau,

tamariki me kaiako, tēnā tatou katoa. I am

humbled and privileged to become a kaimahi

at Oropi School in 2022. Manaakitanga, Ako,

Whanaungatanga, Kaitiakitanga and

Rangatiratanga underpin my teaching

philosophy. Applied unilaterally and

holistically, I believe these tikanga pou enable

all students to express and develop

themselves while becoming confident,

connected, compassionate life-long learners. I

love to see tamariki flourish as individuals and

am excited about the prospect of sharing in

the successes of their learning journey

throughout the year. 

Nā to rourou, nā taku rourou, ka ora ai te iwi.

With your food basket and my food basket,

the people will thrive.

Nāku noa, na Zac Scott.

Welcome Zac Scott Parking & Road Safety

Please do not park in the bus turnaround area.

This is for School buses only.

Please respect our neighbours by not parking

in front of their driveways.

We encourage all families to park at the hall

and use the walkway to School. 

ALL visitors coming from across the road 

 should be using the road crossing at the front

of the school. This is manned by the road

patrol crew before and after School. We do not

encourage anyone crossing the road on the

blind corner by the staff carpark entrance.

The mobility carpark is for mobility card

holders only.

The staff carpark is for staff only and is not to

be used as a drop off area or parking for

parents at any time.

The three visitor carparks at the front of the

School are available to use until 2pm and then

must be left available for our after school care

vehicles.

The legal speed limit when passing a

stationary school bus picking up or dropping

off children is 20km/h. This applies to traffic

passing in either direction, regardless of the

usual speed limit.

We would like to remind everyone of a few road

safety and parking tips to ensure everyone's safety:



Driving Position Available

Mobile Phones & Smart Watches
at School

Please remember that children are not permitted

to have cellphones or smart watches with phone

capability in their bag or on them during the day.

These must be handed into the office before

school starts and collected at the end of the day.

Children should communicate with their teacher

or the office if they need to contact home for any

reason.

Uzabus currently have driving positions

available and are eager to meet with

interested candidates. These positions could

be a good option for parents who have

children traveling on the school bus, someone

looking for a second income, or a retiree who

enjoys work/ home life balance. Suitable bus

parking at or near the candidate's home and

travel arrangements to and from the school

can often be arranged to suit personal

circumstances. A class 2 licence is required

and Uzabus will happily reimburse all costs for

the P endorsement application. If you are

interested or know someone that might be,

please contact Uzabus on 07 578 3113 and ask

for John or Cathy.

If you have a child turning 5 in 2022, please

remember to enrol on the school website as soon

as possible. Click on 'Enrol Now' on the home

page of the website - www.oropi.school.nz

Enrolments for 2022

Greerton Marist Rugby 

This is a call out for some 'Oropi muscle'  I am a

proud junior rugby coach for Greerton Marist

rugby and this year our team enters into 15 a side,

full field rugby. That being said we're looking to

bolster our squad numbers so I am putting it out

there to our team's player's respective schools.

Other Young Guns past and present you will know

include Dan Walters, Jaggar Townley, Mason

Delany and Phoenix McHannigan. Our grade this

year is Under 11's and our weight restriction for this

grade is 55kgs - but indeed we welcome all ages

from Year One to year Six to join us in NZ's great

game. See further on for details. We'd love you to

join us for the 2022 season.

Kindest regards

Chris Sio  

Notice of Meeting – Kaimai Ward
Forum 

 Members of the public are invited to attend the

Kaimai Ward Forum being held via Zoom on 10

March 2022. 

 For information on how to attend this meeting,

please visit Council’s website. 

 https://www.westernbay.govt.nz/council/meeting

s-and committees



Garden to Table
Thanks to a generous donation from the Good

Neighbour, we have a few blocks of cheese in the

fridge and we made good use of it in our recipes

in the last two weeks. Last week Te Kokako, Kotare

and Korimako made corn and courgette fritters

(with grated cheese for extra flavour), coleslaw and

courgette brownies. This week Pukeko and Kotare

Mr. Mac cooked pizza. We made a quick no-yeast

base, topped with a home-made tomato sauce,

corn, sliced courgette and capsicum and, of

course, lots of cheese. 

Last week our young gardeners did plenty of

planting and sowing. Kotare Pendergrast planted

cauliflower, basil and cornflower seedlings. Te

Kokako planted mesclun lettuce, sowed trays of

celery and silverbeet seed and collected sweetpea

seeds off the dried flowers. 

Meanwhile Korimako Whaea Libby planted

coriander, parsley, cornflower and dahlias - whew!

These will form part of our winter menu, as well as

keeping the bees happy in late Summer when

other flowers are dying off. 

This week our planting continued with Pukeko

sowing purple and green broccoli varieties. They

had hands-on learning on how to prune woody

herbs such as rosemary and fed all our citrus and

feijoa trees. Kotare Mr Mac are doing an exciting

inquiry project involving fast-growing plants and it

was great to see this excitement flow through to

Garden to Table as we sowed peas and took

kumara vine cuttings.





Frozen Friday's

Oropi School Parents Off Duty - Wine Not?!

Family Bingo Night

School Disco

Hello from 
the PTA

keri

carly



Our names are                               and we are

very excited to be co-chairing the Oropi

School PTA this year!

 

We will be communicating with the whole

school community to give everyone the

chance to be involved as little or as much as

you can, whether it be baking a cake or

helping to run larger events without the

pressure of 'joining a committee'. Whether

you have an hour, a day, or a week to spare

throughout the year, any help is always

appreciated. We want to make it fun and an

opportunity to get to know each other! 

 

We plan on getting in touch with you

regularly to keep you updated with

upcoming events, take on board your

suggestions, and give you the opportunity

to put your hand up to help if you are

interested and able.

 

We already have so many fun and exciting

things in the calendar for this year including:

Frozen Fridays, Family Bingo Night, Disco,

Knowledgathon, Calf Club Day, End of Year

Community Gala and perhaps our favourite

one..... an Oropi School Parents Social Club

(First up - Wine Tasting! Who said the kids

get to have all of the fun!) 

 

Any other ideas feel free to contact us or

come along to one of our meetings (we will

let you know when these are).

 

Here's what's on the agenda for Term 1:

 

Frozen Friday's
Please let us know if you are able to help out

for Frozen Fridays - 2 people per day is ideal.

12pm - 1:20pm.

·  4th March

·  25th March

·  8th April

Oropi School Parents Off Duty - Wine Not?!
· Wine tasting and grazing table

· Saturday 26th March @ Good Local

· 11am - 3pm

· Tickets on sale via Kindo next week!

 

Family Bingo Night
·  Friday 8th April @ Oropi Hall

·  Tickets on sale via Kindo next week!

·  If you would like to help run this event

please let us know.

We are both so excited for the year ahead,

looking forward to having some fun, making

new friends, getting the wider Oropi

community involved and of course

fundraising for our amazing school!

 

If you have read this far, Thank You and we

look forward to getting to know you!

 

Carly and Keri x

 

carly & keri



Our beautiful school cookbook “The Kokako

Kitchen” is now on sale!!

 

We have created a beautiful family cookbook

based on the Garden to Table programme.

The Kokako Kitchen is a thoughtful and

delicious collection of nourishing meals,

stunning salads and tasty baking that have

been prepared in our Kokako Kitchen using

seasonal produce harvested from the school

gardens. Every recipe has been tried and

tested by Oropi School students and given the

seal of approval to become family favourites!

 

All funds raised from the sale of the Kokako

Kitchen cookbook will go back into the

Garden to Table programme so the students

can continue to engage in this amazing

programme.

 

If you would like to purchase a copy of this

wonderful book (which we think is a great

Christmas gift for family) you can go to the school

website at www.oropi.school.nz and click on the

green ‘Buy Cookbook’ button.

 We have boldly committed to a 1,000 copies

so please tell all your friends and family to buy

one!

 

And if you would like to support our sales and

share links via your own Social Media efforts

please feel free!

 

Cookbook Sales via our school website:

https://www.oropi.school.nz/1/online_stores/1-

oropi-school-shop

Instagram:

https://www.instagram.com/oropischool/

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/OropiSchool

http://www.oropi.school.nz/
https://www.oropi.school.nz/1/online_stores/1-oropi-school-shop
https://www.instagram.com/oropischool/
https://www.facebook.com/OropiSchool





