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Kia ora Whānau
We started this week with a Tauranga-wide

Teacher Only Day at the Mercury Stadium for

the launch of a Tauranga Moana Iwi Website

Resource for teachers "Te Tai Whanake". This is

a fantastic achievement to support all schools

with Iwi based knowledge and understanding

of our local history and landmarks.

At Ōropi School, we have opted to have mid-

term elections for our Board of Trustees. This is

to try and retain skills and knowledge for the 

duration of a 3 year cycle amongst board

members so we are not potentially losing all

board members at once, at the end of a 3 year

term.

Our school will be undertaking a mid term

parent election for 2 School Board vacancies.

This process will start with the issuing of

nomination papers to our caregiver community

by Friday 22nd September 2023. We have

employed CES to undertake the election 



on our behalf. This year with legislative

change, our nomination form and full

instructions on how to place your

nomination into our own School’s Election

website will be emailed to you if we have

your email address in our database or you

will receive it by post if we don’t have your

email in our database. Nomination papers

will also be available at the school office.

The school will send those on to CES for

processing upon receipt from candidates.

Nominations close on Wednesday 11th

October at 12 noon. Election day is

Wednesday 15th November. We look

forward to your participation in this process.

Further on in the newsletter you will see the

exciting announcement confirming cast

roles for our school production next term,

"The Beetles". Well done to all who

auditioned and congratulations to those

who have secured a main character role.

This is going to be a fantastic production.

Don't forget to purchase your tickets!

As a senior leadership team, we have been

working on a process to appoint two new

classroom teachers for 2024. We have made

two new permanent classroom teacher

appointments. Libby Valentine and

Rachelle Hodgson are leaving at the end of

2023 to go overseas. In the first few weeks

of next term we will make an

announcement of who our new teachers

are, along with outlining where teachers 

will be placed. We will farewell Libby and

Rachelle next term.

A huge thank you to Robert Lewis and his

team of parent and staff helpers who

contributed to an amazing performance

last week at the Choir Festival. Ōropi School

was definitely a standout, just brilliant. Well

done to all our singers! We are very lucky to

have Mr Lewis' musical expertise.

Unfortunately we say goodbye to Andrew

Macdonald at the end of this week. Andrew

has gained a role as a Curriculum

Leadership Advisor in the Ministry of

Education. This role starts next month.

Congratulations Andrew in this next

chapter of your career. You will be missed

by many for your enthusiasm, energy, and

creativity that you bring to teaching. You

are a great asset to education. Thank you

for your time at Ōropi School as a highly

valued staff member and all the best.

Have a wonderful holiday break everyone

and see you all at Calf Club Day - the

countdown is on for this brilliant day in the

life of Ōropi School!

Ngā mihi nui 

Andrew King

Principal



Jump JamJump Jam

Over the weekend we had another amazing

success with the talent of our students at

Jump Jam. We were entered into the Years

1-4 "Strictly Jump Jam" competition for Bay

of Plenty. Our team won and will go

through to the Nationals in November!

Congratulations. A special thanks to Libby &

Trista for training the team, the parent

support and of course our contestants:

Brooklyn, Juelius, Nation, Poet, Rikaia, Ruby,

Sofia, Tessa, and Tukorehu! An amazing

achievement.



School ProductionSchool Production

It is with great delight that we announce

the Ōropi School Musical - ‘The Beetles.’

Deep in the jungle of the Amazon, lives a

colony of beetles beneath the tangled roots

of an ancient old fig tree. For almost a year,

scientist Seth and his team have been

observing the beetles — collecting data and

all kinds of oh-so, valuable information.

But one day, bulldozers appear on the

horizon and threaten the beetles peaceful

existence. Seth wants to save the colony of

course, but he won’t be able to…not as a

human anyway. So join us on stage in a

flurry of song, dance and drama as we delve

into the world of beetles in the rainforest

with oh so much colour! ‘

Congratulations to the following students

who have been cast as our main characters:

Fairy Queen - Carys Barclay

Tinkatroll - Polly Rickard

Monsieur Igor - Heath Meldrum

King Henry - Elise Burling

Dendy - Connaver Martin

Seth - Theodore Barclay

Paula Bug Paula - Piper Horton

Sylvia - Alyssa Williams

Lady Bug Dance / Singing Soloist - Addi Hyde

Beetle Bouncer - Hugo Crabbe

Underground Leader - Gabriella Farmilo

The Beetles will be shown on Tuesday,

November 28 at 6:30 p.m. and Wednesday,

November 29 at 4 p.m. and 6:30

p.m. at the Bethlehem Performing Arts

Centre.



SpeechesSpeeches

Congratulations to Polly Rickard for her

success with her speech where she shared  

her opinion why 'Bananas need to be

squared.' Polly won the Year 6 school

speech competition, followed by a win at

the West Cluster Speech Comptition at

Tauriko School, and then took out second

place at the Western Bay of Plenty Speech

Competition at Ōmokoroa No.1 School

yesterday. Seriously, Polly, you're incredible!

Keep up the fantastic work.

Year 7 & 8Year 7 & 8

Problem SolvingProblem Solving

A group from Ōropi attended the Year 7 & 8

Problem Solving Challenge at ACG last

night.

CelebratingCelebrating

SportSport

Matt Jackson, Coach from Greerton Marist,

came along to a special senior assembly to

share the awesomness of Mason Delany &

Daniel Walters and their fantasitc season of

rugby. 



Ka Kite Mr Mac



Calf Club & Pet DayCalf Club & Pet Day

The medium / large section of pet day

includes animals such as ponies, calves,

sheep, goats, dogs, and cats. Children

cannot enter their pet into this section if it

is already entered into the Calf Club

category but this is a great option for your

friendly pet lamb from last year. 

ENTRIES CLOSE TOMORROW.

Entries for Calf Club & Pet Day close on

FRIDAY 22 September.

Calves - must be born on or after 20 July

2023

Lambs - must be born on or after 1st August

2023

Goats - must be born on or after 1st August

2023

Chickens - must have been ordered through

the school to enter in this category.

Chickens must be caged separately for ease

of judging.

Other Categories:

Open Pet - medium/large pet

Open Pet - small pet

The small pet section includes animals such

as rats, mice, guinea pigs, birds, bunnies,

reptiles, chickens, and any other pet that

would usually be kept in a cage or tank. All

of these animals must have a pet profile or

diary completed which is presented with

the student's pet on the day.

Hanging Basket - One basket per child.

Check the Calf Club update for more

details.

Bird Box - One entry per child. Check the

Calf Club update for more details.

Hobbit House - One entry per child. Check

the Calf Club update for more details.

Scarecrow - Check the Calf Club update for

more details.

Best Dressed Pet - open to any animal.

Animals must be on a lead at all times.

Possum & Rabbit Hunt

Entries close on Wednesday 11 October.

Enter on the Calf Club page of the website.













this is not to be before the first school bus

at 8.15am.

PARKING

For the safety of everyone, please cross the

road at the road crossing by the bus turning

bay. Do not walk across the road on blind

corner.

We encourage families to park at the Hall

and walk up the path to school.  Please use

common sense and refrain from parking on

the road & across the driveways of our

neighbours.

Please do not park in the staff carpark.

CLOSING GATES

To ensure the safety of all children on site,

please ensure the gate you enter and exit is

securely closed once you pass through. 

MORNING DROP OFF

Please consider the time you are dropping

your child/ren to school and

Health & SafetyHealth & Safety

SIGN IN AND OUT

In case of an emergency and for our Health

and safety reasons we need to know who is

on the school grounds. We therefore ask

that you use the ipad at the school

reception desk to sign in and out if you are

staying for longer than ten minutes.

Reasons you need to use the ipad:

- Child/ren are late. Sign in.

- Child/ren are leaving school for an

appointment or because they are sick

during school time. Sign out.

- Parent/friend/family member is helping

during school hours or attending a class

event. Sign in and out.

- Child/ren returning from an appointment.

Sign in.




