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I firstly would like to make special mention

of Jenny Tappenden and Nick Dowson for

their amazing leadership in running the Ski

Trip this year. It went very well, was well

organized, and a very memorable time for

our students, teachers, and parent helpers.

Thank you so much to our positive,

supportive parent helpers. Your time away

from work and family was appreciated.

I was listening to an educational speaker on

Tuesday who shared a quote "If you only

knew, what they only know, you'd probably

think the same", Tipene O'Regan, 1994.

The connection I make with this quote and

my learning for the week is that we all need

to be educated and open minded about

what is happening in education, schools, 

Kia ora Whanau



and lots of other fields for that matter. Making

judgements before understanding benefits no

one. Social media has a lot to answer for.

Getting a perfect education system, school,

and curriculum happening is almost an

impossibility. The only thing that stays the

same for society, our education system, and

schools is change. Schools and education

systems need to be adaptable and evolve with

the needs of the time. We are in a significant

period of changing needs, influenced by a

pandemic, climate change, and lots of media

information coming from all directions and

perspectives.

This week I learnt about an inequity in the

education system for Maori students. Schools

that are focused on ability

streaming/grouping classes and offering

extension and enrichment, are predominantly

catering for European students. This only

makes Maori more marginalized through

labelling.

So with everything we implement, change,

and do in our schools needs to be considered

and researched. There are impacts for

everyone; some positive, some negative. There

is no 'silver lining' in 99% of all new initiatives

or ideas. In fact, there are unintended

consequences for every decision we make for

individuals and cultures in our schools. 

A school represents all 'corners' of society and

we are here to represent and cater for all as 

best as possible, aiming for an equitable

curriculum & equitable opportunities. This is very

different to equality. Equality is treating and

giving everyone the same. But when every person

is different and has different needs, backgrounds,

and learning styles, equality is not the answer.

This is why education is so complex and there is

no one way to deliver something. Richness of a

school comes from the variety of opportunities on

offer and ensuring our teachers are equipped

with knowledge about a variety of ways of

delivering the curriculum, depending on

individual and group needs. Deciding on priorities

is part of this. For example, for some students it is

social skills & competencies, for others academic.

Then there are different ways to teach each

individual in a class, depending on learning needs.

A good person at the end of a formal education

education surely is a well rounded person. That is

what we are aiming for ultimately, so they can

succeed as adults.

So when we read the press on Structured Literacy,

'brawls' between students in a high school,

growing mental health issues of students, and so

on, be assured that Oropi School is proactive at

considering it all, educating ourselves, reflecting,

and doing the best we can with the resources we

have, to make a difference for all children.

Have a great weekend everyone.

Ngā mihi nui 

Andrew King

Principal | Oropi School



New Enrolments

If you have a child turning 5 in 2022 or 2023,

please remember to enrol on the school website

as soon as possible. Click on 'Enrol Now' on the

home page of the website - www.oropi.school.nz

Understanding and Managing
Children's Anxiety

Coming up in a fortnight we have a very

informative session for parents "Understanding

and Managing Children's Anxiety" on August 30th

5:30pm in the Multipurpose Room. Come along!

Wacky Hair Day

We want to share a HUGE thank you to all of the

Oropi School families who have supported us in

raising awareness and donations of pet food and

supplies for Rescue, Revive and Rehome.

Thank you for your support on WACKY HAIR DAY

too, we raised $255.80 which we will also donate

to RRR. We are so pleased to be able to help RRR

and we know there will be lots of animals who

will benefit from these wonderful

donations.THANK YOU!

Huge shout out to the family hair dressers too, we

know it can be stressful, but your kids LOVED

having wacky hair today!

School Disco

MASSIVE THANK YOU to Keri & Carly for their

amazing disco planning. Everyone had an

amazing time & we are so grateful to have such a

wonderful team of PTA parents.

BOT Voting

BOT voting closes at 4pm on September 7th.

Paper voting forms can be posted or dropped into

the office.

Year 7 & 8 in 2023

We will have our Year 7 & 8 2023 Parent Evening

for parents of current Year 6 & 7 students on

September 6th at 5:30pm in the Multipurpose

Room . You are welcome to bring your child/ren

along as well.

Please check Hero for the link to the survey

relating to Year 6 & 7 in 2023.



Te Kokako o Otanewainuku & Matamataka

Te Kokako o Otanewainuku have been learning

about the Maramataka. We are learning how the

position of Tamanui Te-Ra (sun) in the sky

indicates the season, the heliacal rising of

different Whetu (stars) indicates the month, and

the phases of the Marama (moon) indicate the

day of the Maramataka we are in. Each of the

Marama (moon) phases have different energies

associated with them. Some high energy, some

low. Some good, some bad. Some suggest time to

take action and be proactive, some to sit still and

reflect. Each of these phases and changing

dynamics signal how we can live in balance with

our Taiao (environment).

On Thursday 11th August, the Marama phase was

Atua. The Atua phase is a reciprocity phase to give

back to our Taiao, in particular to our Atua Maori

who are the Kaitiaki of our Taiao. Atua is a high

energy phase, which is also good for planting. 

We were very fortunate that Heron was planning

on planting some native trees on this day. 

A big thank you to Heron for the opportunity to

practice and share our deepening understanding

of the Maramataka with you.





Sports Results

Oropi Ruru Hockey team had a surprise visitor at

last weekends game, Trista Robertson came along

to support them and was lucky enough to see the

team win their game against Pillans Point School

(5-0).

The year 6 netball team had another awesome

game last weekend . They played their first seven

aside game and won 14-6 against Selwyn Ridge

school. It was a exciting and fast game. Players of

the day were Emma Weston and Abi

Montgomerie. This weekend brings another

netball tournament which the children are

excited for as they just love playing together as a

team and having fun. Thanks to our coach

Carmen and manager Lindsay! 



Thanks to Betty 

for doing the 

chicken run!



Disco 2022

Thanks PTA!



Snow Camp 2022



Snow Camp 2022



Garden to Table
We had a bit of an Asian theme in the kitchen

these last two weeks. Last week Te Kokako o

Otanewainuku, Kōtare and Korimako made a

favourite we have done a few times before: Steam

fried dumplings. We had cabbage, greens and

carrots for the filling and we also used some

frozen summer vegetables. We made a soy

dipping sauce with lemon juice and ginger to

make the dumplings extra tasty. Plus the upside-

down mandarin cake was on the menu again. This

week Pukeko, Kōtare Mac and Korimako Lewis

made a stir- fry with teriyaki sauce and rice. We

used some broccoli leaves as some of the greens,

they are as tasty as kale or spinach. We also

chopped up carrots and leeks and used more

frozen vegetables. For dessert we made a coconut

cake, drenched in a tangy citrus syrup.

We are well into Seedling Sale-mode as we

prepare stock for the garden stall at Calf Club in

Week 1 of Term 4. Te Kokako o Otanewainuku

sowed two Aubergine varieties and planted Spring

Onion and Coriander, Kotare P and Korimako

Whaea Libby sowed four different Chilli and

Capsicum varieties, planted Broccoli, and Spring-

cleaned the pizza oven. This week the weather

kept us in the classroom but we were still able to

sow tomatoes indoors in Pūkeko and Kōtare Mac;

we will have four exciting varieties available this

year. After sowing we used world maps to track the

development of tomatoes from a scrubby plant in

the Andes mountains of South America, through

its journey around the globe and its evolution to

today's ubiquitous, summer favourite. Kōrimako

Whaea Libby has more seeds to sow and a few

winter crops that have finished for the season to be

pulled out. Our chickens and guinea pigs love it

when we pull crops out - more snacks for them!










